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Archaeology and
the Bible—Part 2
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Has God Spoken’



Gen. 3:1, “Now the serpent was more cunning than any
beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he
sald to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, “You shall not
eat of every tree of the garden”?’

Gen. 3:2, “And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat
the fruit of the trees of the garden;

Gen. 3:3, “ ‘but of the fruit of the tree which iIs In the midst
of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall
you touch It, lest you die.” '”
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What Doe/ !A‘rchaeology
Contribute?




The Role of Archaeology



John 3:12, “If | have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if | tell you heavenly things?”



Mark 2:5, “When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the
paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven you.’

Mark 2:6, “And some of the scribes were sitting there and
reasoning in their hearts,

Mark 2:7, “ ‘Why does this Man speak blasphemies like
this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’”



Remember Archaeology Is

a. an Inexact science
b. limited in what it can prove



“The purpose of biblical archaeology Is to recover material
remains of man’s past, not to ‘prove’ the accuracy or
historicity of the Bible. Nevertheless it Is Important to note
that Near Eastern archaeology has demonstrated the
historical and geographical reliability of the Bible in many
Important areas. By clarifying the objectivity and factual
accuracy of biblical authors, archaeology also helps correct
the view that the Bible Is avowedly partisan and subjective. It
IS now known, for instance, that, along with the Hittites,
Hebrew scribes were the best historians in the entire Ancient
Near East, despite contrary propaganda that emerged from
Assyria, Egypt, and elsewhere.” (Preface, The New
International Dictionary of Biblical Archaeology)



JERICHO

The most significant site



Waters of Jordan ,
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John Garstang
Excavated in 1928, 1930.

Wrote the definitive work
on Bronze Age pottery.

r

Jericho existed from
aremote age.

J Garstang (1876 - 1956)
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RECONSTRUCTED SECTION iy
of the fortification system of the final Bronze city REEN U
at Jericho, based on the excavations of Kathleen Kenyon. sl

- — — -
.....
F--—--

-
- o o e o

ey ™ -oo.v‘ i
- - .
: o - :
;:@‘
S MM M '

- - - —
- e e ee -— -



Archaeological Discoveries
The Tel Dan | tion
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The congregation assembled as one man from Dan to Beersheba
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Dan (aerial view from the south)




The congregation assembled as one man from Dan to Beersheba
Mount Hermon_
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Archaeological Discoveries
The House of David

e 1994 discovered In the
Dan’s city wall

* “bytdwd” House of David

 Only archaeological
evidence of King David




Archaeological Discoveries

Merneptah Stele

Merneptah was the twelfth son of
Rameses Il. The monument we call the
Merneptah Stele records all of the
battles he waged against the enemies
of Egypt—the Libyans, and other
foreign peoples. He claimed to have
“laid waste” Israel. A false claim, but It
attests to Israelites living in the land
ca 1218 BC, during the period of the
Judges.

By Webscribe - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8206743



The Hebrews Inscription (Sinai 115)
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The Hebrews Inscription (Sinai 115)

“The oldest inscription completely inscribed in the proto-
consonantal script (Sinal 377)—which derives from Wadi
Nasb, the nearby water source for mining expeditions to

Serabit—adates to only two years later. According to my
reading, the caption on Sinal 115 reads,

'Six Levantines, Hebrews of Bethel, the beloved.’”



Hebrew inscription
on limestone

Sinai 115 1800 BC

1842 BC High chronology)

Hebrews from Bethel (cen13:3)
2SiX of; thelBelovediz

Translation by Douglas Petrovich from “The world’s Oldest Alphabet”, 2016
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Explanation:

This inscription names the
Hebrews as being from

the Levant (ie. foreigners)
and specifically, from Bethel,
which incredibly is called
“the beloved”. All the patriarchs §
viewed Bethel as their capital
city before the Exodus.

See Gen 12:8; 13:3; 28:16-22.

Hilda & William Matthew Flinders Petrie » e
Serabit-el-Khadim. Eqypt, 1905 AD www.bible.ca/manuscripts

https://www.bible.ca/manuscripts/bible-inscriptions-archeology-Hebrew-Sinai-115-turqguoise-mine-Serabit-el-Khadim-6-six-levantines-
Hebrews-of-from-Bethel-the-beloved-Hebeded-Shechem-Douglas-Petrovich-1842bc.|pg



Archaeology In the New Testament
Caesarea Maritima
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Archaeology In the New Testament
Caesarea Maritima

DEDICATORY INGCR!IPTION
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- Replica. The original inscription, found in secondary
use during the excavations of the theater, is on display
at the Israel Muscum in Jerusalem.
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Pontius Pilatus was the Roman prefect
, who presided over the trial of Jesus of

- Nazareth (Matt. 27:11-26). The content
~ of the inscription and the use of the
| Latin language hint at the level of
| Romanization throughout the province,
g and 1n Caesarea, at the beginning of
f the Istc. A.D.
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Archaeology In the New Testament

The original in the Israel The copy at Caesarea Maritima
Museum, Jerusalem

Photo by RD



Archaeology In the New Testament
Soreg Inscription
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By yoav dothan - Own work, GFDL,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23063865




Archaeology In the New Testament

The Calaphas Ossuary

The Calaphas Ossuary
has the inscription
“*Joseph, son of
Calaphas,” and held
the bones of a 60-year-

old male.
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Archaeology In the New Testament

Around 2000 years ago a
Jew named Yohanen was
crucified by Roman
authorities because of a
crime against Rome.

Only one example of a
perforated, crucified person
exists and that was found In
Israel attesting to the use of
crucifixion at the same time
as the New Testament.




Archaeological Discoveries

Following the conquest
of Jerusalem and
burning the Temple
treasures, TIitus
returned to Rome. This
monument depicts his
triumphal march,
carrying the menorah
taken from the Temple
In Jerusalem.
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Where was Jesus tried before Pilate?

John 18:33, “Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again,
called Jesus, and said to Him, ‘Are You the King of the
Jews?’

John 18:34, “Jesus answered him, ‘Are you speaking for
yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning
Me?’”



Jesus Came to the

Mount of Olives
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Traditional View:
Jesus Is Brought to Pilate
at the Antonio Fortress

John 18:28, “Then they led
Jesus from Calaphas to the
Praetorium, and It was early
morning. But they themselves
did not go Into the Praetorium,
lest they should be defiled, but
that they might eat the
Passover.”




More Accurate View:
Jesus Is Brought to Pilate
At Herod’s Palace

John 18:28, “Then they led
Jesus from Calaphas to the
Praetorium, and It was early
morning. But they themselves
did not go Into the Praetorium,
lest they should be defiled, but
that they might eat the
Passover.”
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The "Hidden" Gate d
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The Ottoman city wall is sealed, but the steps
adjacent to it reveal a secret: they atlude to
the existence of a gate or postern in the city
wall from the time of the Second Temple.
Presumably this gate led to Herod’s palace,
which was located nearby.
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John 19:13, “When Pilate therefore heard that saying,
he brought Jesus out and sat down In the judgment

seat In a place that is called The Pavement, but in
Hebrew, Gabbatha.”
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More Accurate View:
Jesus Is Brought to Pilate
at Herod’s Palace

John 18:28, “Then they led
Jesus from Calaphas to the
Praetorium, and it was early
morning. But they themselves
did not go Into the Praetorium,
lest they should be defiled, but
that they might eat the
Passover.”
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