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WHY STUDYING ISRAEL  
IS SO IMPORTANT

ISRAEL 2018

4th item – to increase in the knowledge of God 



1. The significance of historical geography for 
history: the roads, hills, swamps, 
proximities. 

2. God connects doctrine to geographical 
locations.  

3. The Bible is based on historical events in 
verifiable history which connects it to real 
life, genuine people, and resolving life’s 
challenges and opportunities. 

4. Understanding the land opens our eyes to 
biblical truth. 



The geographical areas of Israel















God’s Gracious Blessing and Severe 
Judgment in Jezreel Valley 

• Mt. Tabor 
• Harod Springs 
• Jezreel  
• Mt. Carmel 
• Megiddo 
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Judgment and grace in the Judges period: 
Deborah and Barak, Gideon: Tabor, Harod 
The defeat of Saul: Gilboa 
The blessing of Solomon: Megiddo 
The curse of Ahab and Jezebel: Jezreel 
The blessing of our Lord: Nazareth



Mount Tabor
Mount Moreh Mount Gilboa

Harod Spring

Jezreel Valley



Jezreel Valley from Megiddo panorama

Mt. Tabor Hill of Moreh Mt. GilboaNazareth Harod 
Valley



Jezreel Valley from Mount Carmel panorama

Mt. Tabor Hill of Moreh Mt. Gilboa

Jokneam

Kishon River

Nazareth



Jezreel Valley from Muhraqa to Nazareth and Mount Tabor

Mt. TaborNazareth









Tel Jezreel aerial from west

Mt. Gilboa

Tel Jezreel

Ein Harod









Ein Harod with soldiers as Gideon's men



God’s Grace and Judgment in Galilee 

1. The Sea of Galilee: Capernaum, Magdala, 
Tabgha, Mount of Beatitudes 

2. The blessings of healing, feeding, casting 
out demons: The sufficiency of Christ 

3. Caesarea Philippi: “On this Rock … the 
gates of Hades will not prevail”



Pictorial Library Vol. 1: Sea of Galilee



Tiberius



Plain of Gennesaret from southwest

Capernaum

Magdala

Mt. of Beatitudes
Bethsaida

Plain of Gennesaret

Golan Heights









Matt. 11:23, “And you, Capernaum, who are 
exalted to heaven, will be brought down to 
Hades; for if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day.”



Madgala: Synagogue Stone



Mount of Beatitudes









Matt. 16:15, “He said to them, ‘But who do 
you say that I am?’ 
Matt. 16:16, “Simon Peter answered and 
said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’ 
Matt. 16:17, “Jesus answered and said to 
him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
Matt. 16:18, “ ‘And I also say to you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock [Himself] I 
will build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it.’ ”







Mt. Gilboa, Beth Shean: God’s Judgment on Saul and 
Israel



Mount Gilboa 

2 Sam. 1:21, “O mountains of Gilboa, let there 
be no dew nor rain upon you, nor fields of 
offerings.  For the shield of the mighty is cast 
away there! The shield of Saul, not anointed 
with oil.”



Beth Shean and Harod Valley aerial from east
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Mt. Gilboa
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Qumran: the preservation of God’s Word: 
confidence, sufficiency 











Jerusalem 

• The Judgments of God: 586 BC, AD 70 
• The Grace of God: 538 BC restored 
• The coming of the Messiah, AD 30–33























Jerusalem 

Salvation for all who believe. 

• The Upper Room 
• The walk to Gethsemane 
• The agony and the arrest 
• The 6 trials: the praetorium and Golgotha







Jerusalem southern end from Mount of Olives

Dormitian Abbey





























Matt. 27:33, “And when they had come to a 
place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place 
of a Skull,”















John 19:13, “When Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down in the judgment seat [Bema] in a 
place that is called The Pavement, but in 
Hebrew, Gabbatha.”




































