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Humility, Obedience to Authorities 
Ephesians 6:5–9



Eph. 4:1, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called,” 
Eph. 5:2, “And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us 
and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 
Eph. 5:8, “For you were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” 
Eph. 5:15, “Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as 
fools but as wise,” [RD] 



Eph. 5:15, “Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as fools 
but as wise, [RD]  
Eph. 5:16, “by redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Eph. 5:17, “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. 
Eph. 5:18, “And do not be drunk by means of wine, in which 
is reckless living; but be filled by means of the Spirit, 
Eph 5:19, “with the result of speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, [NKJV] …” 
Eph 5:21, “… [with the result of] submitting to one another in 
the fear of God.” [NKJV]



Eph. 5:15, “Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as 
fools but as wise, [RD]  
Eph. 5:16, “by redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Eph. 5:17, “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. 
Eph. 5:18, “And do not be drunk by means of wine, in which 
is reckless living; but be filled by means of the Spirit, 
Eph 5:19, “with the result of speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, [NKJV] …” 
Eph 5:21, “… [with the result of] submitting to one another in 
the fear of God.” [NKJV]



Eph. 5:15, “Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as fools 
but as wise, [RD]  
Eph. 5:16, “by redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Eph. 5:17, “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. 
Eph. 5:18, “And do not be drunk by means of wine, in which 
is reckless living; but be filled by means of the Spirit, 
Eph 5:19, “with the result of speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, [NKJV] …” 
Eph 5:21, “… [with the result of] submitting to one another in 
the fear of God.” [NKJV] 



Matt. 28:18, “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Matt. 28:19, “ ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Matt. 28:20, “ ‘teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.’ Amen.”



Matt. 28:18, “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Matt. 28:19, “ ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Matt. 28:20, “ ‘teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.’ Amen.”
μαθητεύω mathēteuō   
2 plur aorist act 
imperative 
to make a student of, 
to teach



Matt. 28:18, “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Matt. 28:19, “ ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Matt. 28:20, “ ‘teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.’ Amen.”
μαθητεύω mathēteuō   
2 plur aorist act 
imperative 
to make a student of, 
to teach

πορεύομαι poreuomai  
aorist passive participle to 
go;  
when you are going, but 
has an imperatival sense 
from the main verb



Matt. 28:18, “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Matt. 28:19, “ ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, by baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Matt. 28:20, “ ‘by teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.’ Amen.”

βαπτίζω baptizō  
pres act participle 
masc plur nom   
to baptize

διδάσκω didaskō   
pres act participle 
masc plur nom   
to teach



Eph. 5:15, “Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as fools but as 
wise, [RD]  
Eph. 5:16, “by redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Eph. 5:17, “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 
Eph. 5:18, “And do not be drunk by means of wine, in which is 
reckless living; but be filled by means of the Spirit, 
Eph 5:19, “with the result of speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord, [NKJV] …” 
Eph 5:21, “… [with the result of] submitting to one another in the 
fear of God.” [NKJV] 
The household codes of conduct describe the ways we submit to 
one another. 



Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 
Eph. 6:6, “not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 
Eph. 6:7, “with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men, 
Eph. 6:8, “knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will 
receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or 
free. 
Eph. 6:9, “And you, masters, do the same things to them, 
giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is 
in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.”



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 
Eph. 6:6, “not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 
Eph. 6:7, “with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men, 
Eph. 6:8, “because he knows that whatever good anyone 
does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is 
a slave or free. 
Eph. 6:9, “And you, masters, do the same things to them, 
giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is 
in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.”



Eph. 5:22, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord.” 
Eph. 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for her,” 
Eph. 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right.” 
Eph. 6:4, “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition 
of the Lord. 
Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in sincerity of heart,”



Col. 3:22, “Slaves, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh, not only when you are watched as if 
you did it only to please men, but in sincerity of heart, 
fearing God. 
Col. 3:23, “And whatever you do, do it from the heart, as to 
the Lord and not to men, 
Col. 3:24, “because you know that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ. 
Col. 3:25, “But he who does wrong will be repaid for what 
he has done, and there is no partiality.”



The Believer’s Responsibility 

Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of 
heart, as to Christ;”



The Believer’s Responsibility 

1 Pet. 2:13, “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme,”
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1 Sam. 15:23, “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have 
rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from 
being king.”



Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 
Eph. 6:6, “not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 
Eph. 6:7, “with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men, 
Eph. 6:8, “because he knows that whatever good anyone 
does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is 
a slave or free. 
Eph. 6:9, “And you, masters, do the same things to them, 
giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is 
in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.”



Col. 3:22, “Slaves, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh, not only when you are watched as if 
you did it only to please men, but in sincerity of heart, 
fearing God. 
Col. 3:23, “And whatever you do, do it from the heart, as to 
the Lord and not to men, 
Col. 3:24, “because you know that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ. 
Col. 3:25, “But he who does wrong will be repaid for what 
he has done, and there is no partiality.”



Eph. 5:22, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord.” 
Eph. 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for her,” 
Eph. 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right.” 
Eph. 6:4, “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition 
of the Lord. 
Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in sincerity of heart,”



Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”



Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nominative   
slave; bondslave, servant 



Eph. 6:5, “Bondservants, be obedient to those who are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nominative   
slave; bondslave, servant 

A slave is someone who has no freedom or independence, 
but is owned in one sense or another to another human 
being. 

Different forms of slavery: prisoners conquered in war, 
chattel slavery, indentured slavery



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen; to 
do what someone in 
authority tells you to do. 
(cf., Col. 3:20)



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;” 

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen (cf., 
Col. 3:22)



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen

Eph. 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right.” (cf., Col. 3:20)



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

Eph. 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right.” (cf., Col. 3:20)
1 Pet. 3:6, “as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, 
whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid 
with any terror.”

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

Eph. 5:22, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord.”

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

Rom. 13:1, “Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
the authorities that exist are appointed by God.”

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

Eph. 5:21, “submitting to one another in the fear of God.” 
Eph. 5:24, “Therefore, just as the church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
everything.”

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

Col. 3:18, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is 
fitting in the Lord.”

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

Titus 2:9, “Exhort bondservants to submit to their own 
masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering 
back,” [~RD]

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

Titus 3:1, “Remind them to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work,”

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Eph. 6:5, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
sincerity of heart, as to Christ;”

1 Pet. 2:18, “Servants, be submissive to your masters with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
harsh.”

ὑποτάσσω hupotassō  to 
subject; to submit

δοῦλος doulos   
masc plur nom   
slave; bondslave, servant 

ὑπακούω hupakouō   
2 plur pres act imperative   
to obey; to hear, listen



Conclusion: The command to obey and the commands to 
submit are for all purposes synonymous.



The Believer’s Responsibility 

1 Pet. 2:13, “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme,”


