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SAUL AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
1 SAMUEL 10:1-26 



1 Samuel

Samuel Saul

David’s 

Rise
Rise

Decline

1 7 8 15 16 31

Prophet, 
Priest, 
Judge





I.  The Lord selects and anoints Saul to be  
 King over Israel. 1 Samuel 9:1–10:16 
!

 1B The Lord directs Samuel to select   
   Saul to be King over Israel. 9:1–27 
 2B The Lord directs Samuel to anoint  
   Saul, and confirms the appointment  
   through the changes to Saul and his  
   praise with the prophets. 10:1–27 



1 Sam. 10:1, “Then Samuel took a flask of 
oil and poured it on his head, and kissed 
him and said: ‘Is it not because the LORD 
has anointed you commander over His 
inheritance?’ ”
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1 Sam. 10:1, “Then Samuel took a flask of 
oil and poured it on his head, and kissed 
him and said: ‘Is it not because the LORD 
has anointed you commander over His 
inheritance?’ ” 
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leader, ruler 
But see 1 Sam. 12:13



1 Sam. 10:6, “Then the Spirit of the LORD 
will come upon you, and you will prophesy 
with them and be turned into another man.  
1 Sam. 10:7, “And let it be, when these 
signs come to you, that you do as the 
occasion demands; for God is with you.” 
!

1 Sam. 10:9, “So it was, when he had 
turned his back to go from Samuel, that 
God gave him another heart; and all those 
signs came to pass that day.”



1 Sam. 10:3, “Then you shall go on forward 
from there and come to the terebinth tree 
of Tabor. There three men going up to God 
at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three 
young goats, another carrying three loaves 
of bread, and another carrying a skin of 
wine.”



1 Chron. 25:1, “Moreover David and the captains of 
the army separated for the service some of the sons 
of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should 
prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and 
cymbals. And the number of the skilled men 
performing their service was:  
 
1 Chron. 25:2, “Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, 
Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of Asaph were 
under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied 
according to the order of the king. 
 
1 Chron. 25:3, “Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: 
Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and 
Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father 
Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks 
and to praise the LORD.”



1 Sam. 10:6, “Then the Spirit of the LORD 
will come upon you, and you will prophesy 
with them and be turned into another man.  
1 Sam. 10:7, “And let it be, when these 
signs come to you, that you do as the 
occasion demands; for God is with you.” 
!

1 Sam. 10:9, “So it was, when he had 
turned his back to go from Samuel, that 
God gave him another heart; and all those 
signs came to pass that day.”



1 Sam. 28:19, “Moreover the LORD will 
also deliver Israel with you into the hand of 
the Philistines. And tomorrow you and 
your sons will be with me. The LORD will 
also deliver the army of Israel into the hand 
of the Philistines.”
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Luke 16:28, “ ‘for I have five brothers, that 
he may testify to them, lest they also come 
to this place of torment.’ ”



1 Sam. 10:8, “You shall go down before me 
to Gilgal; and surely I will come down to 
you to offer burnt offerings and make 
sacrifices of peace offerings. Seven days 
you shall wait, till I come to you and show 
you what you should do.”



Gilgal



1 Sam. 10:10, “When they came there to 
the hill, there was a group of prophets to 
meet him; then the Spirit of God came 
upon him, and he prophesied among 
them.”



Judg. 14:6, “The Spirit of the LORD came 
upon him mightily, so that he tore him as 
one tears a young goat though he had 
nothing in his hand; but he did not tell his 
father or mother what he had done.” 
 
Judg. 14:19, “Then the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon him mightily, and he went down 
to Ashkelon and killed thirty of them and 
took their spoil and gave the changes of 
clothes to those who told the riddle. And 
his anger burned, and he went up to his 
father’s house.”



Judg. 15:14, “When he came to Lehi, the 
Philistines shouted as they met him. And 
the Spirit of the LORD came upon him 
mightily so that the ropes that were on his 
arms were as flax that is burned with fire, 
and his bonds dropped from his hands.”



1 Sam. 11:6, “Then the Spirit of God came 
upon Saul mightily when he heard these 
words, and he became very angry.” 
1 Sam. 16:13, “Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil and anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came 
mightily upon David from that day forward. 
And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.”



1 Sam. 10:10, “When they came there to 
the hill, there was a group of prophets to 
meet him; then the Spirit of God came 
upon him, and he prophesied among them.  
1 Sam. 10:11, “And it happened, when all 
who knew him formerly saw that he indeed 
prophesied among the prophets, that the 
people said to one another, ‘What is this 
that has come upon the son of Kish? Is 
Saul also among the prophets?’ ”



1 Sam. 10:12, “Then a man from there 
answered and said, ‘But who is their 
father?’ Therefore it became a proverb: ‘Is 
Saul also among the prophets?’ ”



1 Sam. 10:15, “And Saul’s uncle said, ‘Tell 
me, please, what Samuel said to you.’  
1 Sam. 10:16, “So Saul said to his uncle, 
‘He told us plainly that the donkeys had 
been found.’ But about the matter of the 
kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel 
had said.”



1 Sam. 10:17, “Then Samuel called the 
people together to the LORD at Mizpah,  
 
1 Sam. 10:18, “and said to the children of 
Israel, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 
“I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and 
delivered you from the hand of the 
Egyptians and from the hand of all 
kingdoms and from those who oppressed 
you.” ’ ”



Gilgal



Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
!

“Sorrowing I shall be in spirit, 
Till released from flesh and sin, 
Yet from what I do inherit, 
Here Thy praises I’ll begin; 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Here by Thy great help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home.”



Phil. 1:6, “being confident of this very 
thing, that He who has begun a good work 
in you will complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ;”



1 Sam. 10:20, “And when Samuel had 
caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, 
the tribe of Benjamin was chosen.  
1 Sam. 10:21, “When he had caused the 
tribe of Benjamin to come near by their 
families, the family of Matri was chosen. 
And Saul the son of Kish was chosen. But 
when they sought him, he could not be 
found.”



1 Sam. 10:22, “Therefore they inquired of 
the LORD further, ‘Has the man come here 
yet?’ And the LORD answered, ‘There he is, 
hidden among the equipment.’  
!

1 Sam. 10:23, “So they ran and brought 
him from there; and when he stood among 
the people, he was taller than any of the 
people from his shoulders upward.”



1 Sam. 10:24, “And Samuel said to all the 
people, ‘Do you see him whom the LORD 
has chosen, that there is no one like him 
among all the people?’ So all the people 
shouted and said, ‘Long live the king!’ ”



1 Sam. 10:25, “Then Samuel explained to 
the people the behavior of royalty, and 
wrote it in a book and laid it up before the 
LORD. And Samuel sent all the people 
away, every man to his house.  
1 Sam. 10:26, “And Saul also went home to 
Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, 
whose hearts God had touched.”



The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament 




